Neighbors Go * March 6, 2009 * Cover




Birds re -urn to roost

Re5|dents greet
house-.-hu,_n:tl-ng,
migratory martins

BY RUTH HAESEMEYER
nezghborsgosmmredztm

= ach year, Bill and Pa.ula Secott of
== Jewisville are visited by special

ing, watch overthem and even help them raise

their babies. Often, these children come back :

the nextyearto start their own families.

“The Scotts play host to purple martins each
year, giving the birds a place to nest in four
gourd houses in their yard. They spotted their

first visitor of the year in February and since,

Bill Scott said they have been visited by “a
whole mess” of the house-hunting birds.

East of the Rocky Mountains, purple mar-
tins depend on humans for their housing, ac-
cording to the Purple Martin Conservation As-
sociation’s Web site, purplemartin.org,

- “They've undergone this tradition shift,
said Louise Chambers, who handles outreach

and education for the association, adding that -
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» guests. The Scotts provide themlodg-

it was the Cherokee Indians who first discov-
ered the birds would nest in gourds. “They .
have become really dependent on people”

Housing is the only way to attract the birds, -
she said, because these members of the Swal-
low family feed on insects.

“They're looking for living quarters, not for
food,” she said.

Lewisville s laying claim as the home ofthe
largest-known purple martin roost in North
Texas. Chambers said it’s great to see people
supporting the birds, as the city has.

Anew city logo incorporates the bird’s image,
and city parks and leisure employees setup three
houses forthe birds Feb. 26. About 50,000 of the
bnﬁsareknowntoroostnearMamSu'eetand :

CivicCircle at the end of each summer, just before

theyreturn to South America.

Bill Scott said ithas been much easier to at- :
tract the birds in Lewisville than it was when
helived in DeSoto. He said the birds like being
near the lake, which attracts bugs.

“Themore bugs, the more martins” he said.

As the birds get settled, nest and Iay eggs,
the Scotts keep a careful eye on them.

“Every week, we do a nest check, pull it
down and look to see if weve got anybody
hatched yet,” Bill Scott said.




Lewisville Parks & Leisure Department workers Jason Walker, left, and Randy Johnson put
‘ina bsrdhouse for purple martms near the Fred Hemng Recreation Center Feb. 26

Theyalsocountand cha.rttheeggsandtake -
pictures. Chambers said the birds don’t mind

this kind of contact.

“They’re very agreeable to study, she said.
_ The Scotts contmue theu' watchﬁﬂness untﬂ,

.rwcmng and retummg a fa]len baby bird to 1137 .

- tionship; they depend on us, but people love_ _
5 and nuriurethem.”
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nest.
“People form these really deep bonds with
them,” Chambers said. “It’s such a unique rela-




